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STUDY MADE OF OUR MIGRANT
SHOREBIRDS IN SOUTH AMERICA

In view af odditionel protection recently ac-
corded shorebirds in_this country by amendment to the regulations under the
migratory-bird treaty act, a new bulletin just issued by the United Staies De-
~partment of Agriculture-~-"Our Migrant Shorebirds in Southern South Americe--is
of special siénificance. Meny of the birds migrating between the United States
end Cenada end protected under the treaty mede extended journeys each year and
winter in southern South America.

Of the meny species of North Americen shorebirds, there are only 12 that
do not visit South America part of the year, end no fewer than 24 species pass
es far south as Argentina end Chile. In spite of emple protection .during their
breeding season, many of these birds haﬁ been decreasing in numbers to such &n
alsrming extent that the Buréau of Biological Survey sent Dr. Alexender et~
more, auihor of *the new bulletin, and now assistont secretary of the Smith-
sonian Institution, to South Americe to investigate the conditions encountered

Ry our shorebirds in their winter homes.
{ N |
\ Legislation for the protection of birds in the revublics of southern

quth America, it wps found, is in somewhat the same stsge 2s in the United
"States 30 years ago. A numﬁer of conservation laws have been nlaced on the
st;tute books, but the public generally has not as yet been educated suvfii-
ciently to their obgervence. This loxity, says Doctdr Wetmore, is due pertly
‘to the fzct that extensive settlement and develonment, with comsequent excessive
hunting, has been comparatively recent, and nartly to the large proportion of
colonists from the south of Zurope, in verts of which killing is still a sanc-
tioﬁed custom snd where sentiment for tﬁs protection of birds, particularly the
smeller species, ig notebly wanting. Consequently, a number of the most valu-
eble and desireble of the shorebirds tﬂaﬁ seek'winter homes in South America
ere being destroyed in inordinate numbers, a condition that renders ineffective
#ova-certain degree the protechtion afforded them in thig country amd Cenéda.
;;jf Copies of the'report of the in;estigations (Technical Bulletin 26-T) may
;l‘obtainedAfrom the United States De?srtment of Agriculture, .Weshington, D. C.
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